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MAN 18 AS DESTITUTE OF MERCY AS ANY WILD BEAST». 
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' TUREz ARE UNDER NO CONTROUL, | 
Plutarch, in his Life of Cicero, 
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generous, nay , ba 8 75 
letter with. unprejudiced attention 3 ill li 
them. under. Hh. owner; f the. IF Ny be 


IG ran a pg Ni 97 doubr, in e 
pamphlets publi hed by men of the moſt reſpecta- 
be character — particularly in an abſtract of 
the Evidences on 6 the Bows 7. rade, which were 
delivered tef 


of Common, Fo 
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About one hundred tho | and human beings are 
_ annually taken by force, from the coaſt of. A FRICA. 
Of this number, to uſe, the frozen. language of 
commerce, forty-five thouſand are loſt ; to ſpeak. 


with a moral Force, and * opr iety , 
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additional ftock is received by the colonies. T Wen _ 
IN 8 thouſand die in the middle paſſage;  FWen- 
ty thouſand, in the ſeaſoning i in the WzsT-InD3s. s - 
” omit, here, a numerical account of the de eftruc- 8 
tion among theſe who are engaged in wars, which 
are excited, and promoted by people who call them. 
ſelves Chriſtians, merely to procure Slaves ; 5 Mar 
a. I give an accurate attention to the great dim 3 | 
 nution of the numbers of thoſe who are driven, - 
ie ſheep, from the interiour parts of their coun- 
try; they periſh in-multitudes, in a Journey * 
d about twelve hundred miles, performed on Foot, 

. through inhoſpitable woods, and deſarts. It is 


nat exaggeration, to Mert, that for one who lives 10 


labour, for any time, in the Mor luis, few - 


are armed. 


* appears, even from Linn obeuidknee, 
that if mankind, in general, rel die, in pro- 
portion to the mortality of the. Slaves during * 
tranſportation to the Colonies, the human race 
would þ be extinct in ten * Since this 2 


EE, 


. 
1 
n : 


7 . fe - 5 


—" . 


"<7 wi ) 


- table trade FOE nine millions of our fellows 
creatures have been torne from t their unden n 
f nexiont, and . into ene, 


41 the 1 . in the MRor e 


ere extinct in every fourth, or fifth year, from 
. -rhe time of t their transp. ortation : conſequently, in 7 
that number of. years, a new, and complete fup- 
ply of Slaves is demanded. Their change of cli- 
mate, as the cauſe of this prodigious mortality, 

__ will not be admitted by common Senſe: be who ; 
at born under the line, will enjoy. good | 
health, and long li li ife (if any juſtice 1 is done to his 
conſtitution ) in the the latitude of 18, or 20 
degrees. Man was Formed, with an e 
ny | zing, and expanſive mind ; he was formed for a 
variety of adventures; for various inquiries, 


- and improvements in knowledge ; therefore, he 
ought nobly, and intrepidly, to deem himſelf, what 
he really is, a citizen- of the globe. 


Providence 


always adapts the means to the ende; conſequent- 
, man, while be obeys the laws of temperance, 
has a more flexible, and auc bodily confitution 
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. ane omplete mortality of the nj: To Z | 
we Mor Inks, in every fourth" year, the 
L 5 . groſs + ns and impudence of men intereſted 

wd is the Slave Trade is evident, who dert, thai 

fe E _ thoſe unfortunate peopls are as well treated, or 1 

= . 4 the Plantations, abroad, as our Wiring" m_ 1 

5 | are, in thei ifland of GREAT BxTTATIV. Fl at - 
complete mortality alone proves, that 55 Maher — | 
| 925 extreme eee f e . . 1 
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= le, a few demonſtruted fads : fome of them ar 
38 „ : cruelly intereſting to humanity.  _ 4 5 


=. . « ” go ach the country, depoſes, that its inland 
1 parts are every where well e that e 
_ | | © they abound in plantations of rice, trillet, pota- 
= 5 tober, cotton, and _ ** inhabitants, he 
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| e obliging.—lt appears, that they poſſeſs noble, 


* and heroick minds ; which diſdain Mavery, 


: 66 and — elch —_ "W in the. arms N © 


55 care 2 the 8 Me Coon depo 


10s to workin the morning, is atten, 


e moſt terrible flogging : 
there is no 


06 compariſon between regimental puniſhment, 

e wohich only cuts the ſhin, and that of the planta- 

tions, which cuts ous the fle 
© depoſed, that the puniſhments of the Negroes ; 

« are extremely Shocking,” much more NY _ 1 

* thoſe which are inflictec 

46 know. from Captain, SM7TH, that 


> Captain HAL 


in ſhips Y. war.” 


t at every 


"2 Strate of the whip, a piere of fleſh ir cut out: 


Yo 


and Ir mM Mr Robs. that a com! 2 ion be- 5 
2 teueren the treatment of Weſt Indian Slaves, and 


ec that of the Briti iſh eff is an Led ** | 


common ſenſe 5 
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neceſſary 
Heaven endowed them, ri iſe againſt their oppref- 
ours; by our very feeling, and reflefing coun- 
lrymen, they are termed ſavages, and rebels. But 
they are the ſavages, who, precipitated by rapa- 
5 city, ee and tear to. FR: their fellow. 
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43 =: * 
0 Tbe FR 1 dawns, ke the whip re. 


; _- « ſound through thoſe regions of horrour ; ; nor | 
4 does it ceaſe till darkneſs chſes ; the dreadful ; 


e ſcene, which is every day repeated. The mi- 


4 6 ſerable victims, while they are de etitute of 
d * every ſource ꝙ comfort of 
85 6 FOE 7 they are fenking under hunger, torture, 
« and extreme labour, are urged to exertions 
3 © aubich they are unable to ſuſtain ; and often 
* at.- length expire. beneath the laſh, which: in 
c Hain endeavours to rouze —_ 10 4 ee of 
. 47 n foil.” 3 


body, and of mind ; 


ben b Babe beings, from a natural, and 
onſequence of the frame with which 


"crea tures 


© » See an dada of the Evidences on o the Slave "Trade, 
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creatures and they are the rebels, who, by 
this inſatiable. paſſion, and by theſe mercileſs 
deeds, rebel againſt the fixed, and eternal laws, 
againſt the M ayzsTY of their CraaToR. 
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= = TT always gives. me particular pleaſure to 
I urite to you, on any ſubject. I feel an ho- 
nneſt, and laudable pride, in correſponding 5 
a | with one, whoſe life is devoted to learning, i 
d. virtue, and to piety; with one, who is the 
ardent, and indefatigable friend of mankind. 
The preſent inſurrection of the Africans in 
ttee iſland of Sr. Domnco, has brought the 
4 = | Slave-Trade, with all its iniquities, and hor- 
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5 me to ed and commit to | paper, me of 

| my thoughts on the ſubje&. To you, I dare 
ſay, they will exhibit no ſentiment, no argu- 
ment, with which you are not, already; well 
e acquainted. Such as they are, however, 1 
| 3 beg your acceptance of them. If they are, 
Be - at all fortunately ſelected; if they have any 
. ſtre ngth ; and if they are diſtinely expreſſed, 
: your natural candour, and your love of their 
tendency, will incline you to value them 
more than they deſerve. The Unfortunate, _ 
if they! have ſenſibility, are the moſt humane. 


. The following tribute flows from a heart un- 1 


leignedly wounded with the miſeries of it's 
| - fellow-creatures ; A trib te, which, if it can 
be, in any "degre , uſeful. to the excellent 


; cauſe, which it is : intended to ſupport, may 
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| liffuſee „Vith a peculiar propriety by Jou. 
- on account of. 3 Sing it 
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I. is not 3 aim, in this letter, to enter 
5 into minute diſcuſſons, and calculations. * 
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”— ED. 
wiſh to phe, and enforce, to you, Sir, and 


to my other readers, thoſe leading topicks, 
and objects, which, on the great queſtion, in 


8 which you, and all good men, are deeply i in- 

teereſted, will moſt probably, whenever they 1 
are diſpaſſionately, and maturely confidered, 

determine the heart, and reaſon. Any think- = 


ing, and benevolent mind, almoſt diſdains to FP 


inquire whether our ſugar-plantations would 


' flouriſh, if the preſent mode of purchaſing, 

and harraſſing the Negroes was aboliſhed ; 

it diſdains to inquire into the poſſible, into 
"me probable diminution of our publick re- 
venues, when the following alternative preſ- 
ſes on the ſoul, and is clamorous for an an- 
—Whether a great part of « our ſpecies , 
are: 70 be ee or in . in the extreme 1 


| ſwer ;: 


A | mall, or 7 make ſome remarks on 
the ſophiſtry by which the preſent ſyſtem of 


our Weſt Indian trade i is defended. And 1 5 


ſhall aſſert, and- indicate; the right which the . 

Negroes inherit, ſrom nature, and from Hea- 

B 3 1 ven; 
15 | 5 


4 


N 


ven; Gs the laws of God, and man, of bil. 


ing againſt their oppreſſours, with a juſt, and 


. deſtructive indignation. The: propriety, the 5 
neceſſity, with which an ingenuous writer muſt 
impreſſed, of enforcing this important, this 
85 palpable truth in it's own nature, ſhows how. 


5 ſhamefully, how aſtoniſhingly (were it not 
uſual) the human mind may be corrupted, 


and ſtupified, by ſelfiſhneſs ; by habit, and 


5 A and 5 1 1 


ty will not odicularly, and idly animad- 
vert, on the charge brought againſt the „ 
ricans, of their ſelfiſhneſs, and cruelty to each 
other, while they are in their native country. 


— The charge has been repeatedly confuted, to 
the ſhame of Engliſhmen. Their greateſt do- 


; meſtick, and civil calamities, have origi- 

nated from us. We carry commerce, and ra- 
pacity, with us, whitherſoever we go to 5 
the Eaſt; to the Weſt; and to the South. We 


"i bow kg been almoſt as remarkable as the old 


| Romans N from motives more ſordid than 


. military 15 
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4 1 
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military Song) for extending the melancholy. : 
dominion of war, and deſolation; and with 


their arrogant, and vain-glorious language, 


| thoſe. who. were impelled by every cogent 
reaſon upon earth, to oppoſe ou 

we have pronounced, Barbarians. We rob 

remote nations of their territories, and their 
wealth; but with a more fatal hoſtility, we 

rob them of the ſimplicity oſ their manners; 

of the tranquil enjoyment of their lives. The 

: time will come when the natives.of OrakEI- = 


x will ſeverely lament that an Engliſh foot 
ever landed on their iſland. 1 


BY may likewiſe be proved; i it has been 
proved, that the Weſt Indian commerce 
might proceed, and thrive, without this in- 
famous traffick in the perſons of the Afri- 
cans. The neceſſity of the traffick, for our. 
1 plantations, abroad, and for our finances, at 
15 home, has been often, 2 and vehemently. 
urged, by no means with. maſterly political 
| argument; but with 5 total. deſertion from 


my 
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55 progreſs, 
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5 haths of late, been ob 

Y dicate * and rapacity, in both the In- | 

| - Es, we might apprehend that it has com- | 
pletely ſuperſeded all private, and publick 

| virtue. 
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manity. If we recollect how 
loned plea of neceſſity, | 
truded- on us; to vin- 


he highwayman and the foot-pad, 


might plead neceſſity, to juſtify their trade, 
With equal ſenſe, and morality. Can we 
preſume to juſtify, with the unfeeling ſo- 
phiſtry of any advantages upon earth, the 
dragging of our unhappy victims from their 
native ſoil; the tearing of the tendereſt dome: 
8 tick ties, and of the hearts which are, by them 
united ;=the harraſſing, the torturing, of 
the human body; and the agonizing of the . 
the perverſion of Beings 8 
whom the Almighty hath endowed with rea- 
ſoning, and immortal minds, into mere ani- 
mals of drudgery; into mere implements ok 
labour? Every man who is a friend to the 


human ſoul — Fa 


flave-trade, anſwers theſe queſtions, by his 
cm ad and conduct, in the affirmative ; ; 


and 


an ml 1 


be 


„ 

and 55 thae language and oh duct, he de- 
dclares, that we may fairly commit any crime, 3 
1 5 to promote our intereſt, which is warranted . its NOS 4 
. by the profligate habits, anc | prejudices. of V;; 1 
the worlds ang which, with a little common 5% L 


The obje dior jof the loſsof revenue; Wh „ 
e ene pond the abolition of the flave- | i Tn 
trade, I will not elaborately refute ; as Iwiſh 1 
not to inſult the cauſe of juſtice, and human- 
7 : ity, which I have, now, repreſented, with. 
cout exaggeration. Gold has one effect on hu- 7 
man nature, which is at war with alchymy; 1 e XN | 
ke Mepvus4's head, it turns the hearts cf. ! 
5 1 eQs, and of miniſters of fury ink "2 
= 1 to ſtone. It faſcinates families, and king- „ "I 
doms, 1 into a fond belief, that the ſign is the 
ſubſtance; that a piece of i inert matter is life, oe: 
FE and vivacity, and pleaſure; that the means . 
of happineſs are happineſs itſelf, Thus, with 
the merited Judgement of Heaven on a a baſe, i 
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- proſperity of the uſeful arts, and from publick 


virtue. Affluent finances are indiſpenſably 
_ requiſite, in a great modern empire; but that 
empire, and that man, who act as if wealth - 


alone was neceſſary to their welfare; and 


who are determined to augment it, by any 
means; even with a direct violation of the 


rights of others; however ſpecious appear- 


ances may be, in their favour, they are con- 
tributing to their own calamity, and ruin, by 5 
ue errour of their ir judgement, and by the ob⸗ 


\ 


mm 7.-4i- liquity 


s nate We we are cated out Wy ps 
25 : true enjoyment; into a luxurious miſery ; in- 
ton ſplendid pov rty. Need politicians be 
2 reminded Ws me, after all that has been writ- = 
5 1 | a. to that wealth t 
* well as uſeful to a ſtate ? "They who are wor : 
_ convinced, that this maxim is operating inauſ- „ 
1 piciouſſy, i in England, muſt be very injudici- 
ours, or very inattentive; p they mult be delu- 
ded by the tinſel of life. The nerves, and | 
power of a ſtate, principally reſult from the 


00 | 


Bande of their manners. Moſt of the rules 
that ſhould govern an individual, ſhould go· i 
vern a ſtate; and why ſhould it not beſo? For 5 

what are : ſtates but collections of individuals? . 


It were to be wiſhed that ſtateſmen were of 


my humble opinion; for, then, politicks ; 
would be an eaſy, honeſt, nee and effect - 
ual ſcience. REM | 


The defence of the lave. trade, by inſiſting 


that the Africans are far inferiour to Euro- 


peans, in the faculty of reaſon; nay, that, in 
this reſpect, they are, abſolutely, on alevel with 
the animal creation, is equally fooliſh, and 


impudent. We have nothing that amounts 


to proof that they are not equal to us, in the 
: powers of intellect. In my youth, I was in- 
timately acquainted with FLOYER Sypan- 
Hau, who died in London, ſeveral years 
| ago. He had a vigorous underſtanding ; ; he 
was a very learned man ; he tranſlated, in a 
5 maſterly ſtyle, many of the works of PLA ro; | 


5 he was well known to ſome of the moſt learn- 
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” ed men of this country; but fo died, unre- 
| warded for his merit. 
1 . Africa; to a conſiderable diſtance from the 
. coaſt. I haveheardhim warmly praiſe boththe 
he morals, and underſtandings of the Negroes; 5 
. he converſed with perſons of princely rank, 
| : in that country, of both ſexes; and he be- . 

A ſtowed high encomiums on the dignity of 


8 their manners, and on their acute, and ſen- 
ſible converſation. His authority i is far bet- 
ter founded; more ingenuous; more reſpect· 
able, than that of a Guinea Captain, a Weſt⸗ 
India merchant, or a member for Lives- 


PooL. Our liberal education has not been 


ditfuſed among the Negroes; therefore, we 
0 know not what it would produce. Yet we 
are not without examples of African capa- 
cities which have made a conſiderable pro- 
: greſs 1 in ſcience; and in polite literature. 1 
very earneſtly wiſh that ſome perſons of high 
rank i in this kingdom, w would make fair, and 


PEER nc on the talents of = 


LO 15 them 


Je had travelled into 


ea ;\ that ey” would give | 
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: 3 a regular, and learned Zducation. Thus . 


ſhould we ſee how thoſe talents. would ex- 


. pand; and while a moſt manly, and honour- 
able attention was payed to theſe objects of 
moderate expence, we ſhould have no need 
of a part of the revenue which is procured 
by the dreadful ſufferings of the poor Ne- £7 

| groes. A ſolicitude for the cultivation of 
their minds, and a proſecution of objects 
| equally glorious, would baniſh the deſtructive 
influence of boxers, jockies, and courtezans. 


But to ſuppoſe, that, if they are inferiour 


to us in the natural endowments of the mind, 


ve are warranted, by that inferiority, to 
treat them eruelly, is a propoſition, which, 


for its barbarity, both of ſenſe, and diſpoſi- 


tion, deſerves not an anſwer. Should not 
| we exclaim, i In the ſpirit of juſt, and gene- 
rous reſentment, againſt a tyrannical maſter, 
who claimed the abſurd, and inhuman pri- 
vilege of beating his white ſervant, and of 
1 making him labour exceſſively, becauſe he 
. Was 
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Was e a very wah; and likilerate 95 
en And if we imagine that our capaci 


ties are ſtronger than thoſe of our brethren 5 


| bf AFRICA, have we any ſhadow of richt to - | 
treat them harſhly, and unmercifully, be- ” ; 
5 cauſe their complexions are black; becauſe 
1 they, and their anceſtors, derived a fable hue 
5 from a a vertical ſun ;—from 8 beams um nat. 7 
5 * _ the * Y 


in has been ted, that ; it is 181 that one 


— part of mankind ſhould ſuffer, to contribute . N 
do the intereſt, and happineſs, of a far greater ho 


part. When the propoſition is applied to | 


us, and our black-Slaves, it is equally fraught 
with ſelfiſhneſs, and futility. I ſhall not pay ” 
any regard to national, and analogous calcu- 
lation; for it is of no conſequence. to my 


preſent purpoſe. But unleſs we are deter- 


mined to trample on all moral obligations, we. 
will not inſiſt that it is proper that five hun- 


dred thoufand human . ſhould be made : 


„ V miſerable 
= Paradiſe WW „%% 


8 ; 


| miſerable, to promote, I will not ſay, the 
real conveniences, and pleaſures; but the 
mean, and oſtentatious luxury, of fifty 
millions; of a hundred millions; of any 
number that can be given, or imagined. ; 
If any politician. imagines that he will ren. 
der the ſtate over which he preſides, vi- 
gorous, and flouriſhing, by diſtreſſing an 
immenſe number of people, he will violently 
5 counteract the laws of nature, and of Hea- 
| ; ven; and, therefore, in the laſt reſult, he will | 
bring great evils on his country, inſtead of 
befriending it. In his kingdom, where 
our ſuperiours, in ſtation, and power, dare 
not exerciſe a Weſt Indian tyranny over their 
_ inferiours, ſufficient are the ſufferings of the 
poor, and the induſtrious, to ſupport the: ca- 
| price, and extravagance, of the idle, a d the 
rich. But as juſtice, ; and equal laws, are yet 
in force amongſt us, the moral neceſſity of 


being induſtrious, to gain a ſubſiſtence, 1 is not, 
of itſelf, productive of calamity. It was not 


in the moral ſyſtem of'a wand, and wiſe Cre- 
| - KF, 
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2 ator, , that any great family of the 1 . 
zould be miſerable without hav. 
ing been criminal; it was not in bis ſyſtem, T 


community { 


e to plan, that they ſhould be 


ſtrumental to the pleaſure of others, by 
| in A al exiſtence, themſelves. He 
cind, that they 
would be placed in extremely diverſified ſi- 
' tuations ; that various impulſes, and neceſli- 
ties, would call forth the exerciſe, and exer- 
tion, of their various faculties ; and that ſome 


foreſaw, when he created man 


would enjoy far more external advantages N 

than others; even within the pale of mild, 
and ſalutary goverment. But all His glori- 

ous acts, and diſpenſations, are characteriſ- 

tick of the Common Fa THE R; fo providen- - 
tially. hath He conſtituted our frame, that our | 
| well-being ; ; our happineſs ; ſufficient happi- 
neſs for our tranſitory ſtate, is an object of 


common attainment; it may as Wess be 
acquired by the Peaſant, as by the King. 1 


is the appointed reward of our choice; of our _ 


8 ad reg endeavours, and 
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| improvements ; in other 3 it is obs p 
pointed reward of virtue. Even labour is 


far from being incompatible with health of 1 
body, and ſatisfaction of mind; if it is 


not effected by abſolute compulſion; and 


if it is not exceſſive. But if to gratify | 


our inordinate paſſions, we ſink any num 


ber of our ſpecies to a painful ſervitude, 


we rob them of every enjoyment, of every 


comfort, of life. Nay if we merely deprive 


them of their liberty, we rob them of the eſ- 


ſential, and inalienable privileges of their na- 
5 ture; freedom, and virtue. For when a man 
ceaſes to be free, he loſes the power, and the 
| diſpoſition, to be. virtuous. Then let in- 


ſatiable commerce, and falſe policy, ſhrink 


from their impious, from their ſacrilegious 
pretenſions. They have no right to enſlave 


a2 ſingle individual; if even by enſlaving 


him, they could procure luxury for a whole 
nation. By enflaving one perſon, do they 
know, or do they conſider, what they do? They 


inſult Omnipotence ; they check, as it were, 


the 
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late his 


cw) 


8 8 hands = the Deity; for — 8 8 
Sy three of his beſt inſpirations. ; They annihi- — 
aCteriſticks, his three __ 


three c naar 
| preſentatives, upon earth. Let us create man, | 


: aid God, in our own image. And what do 
you think, is the livelieſt i image of God, in 


| this lower world? Undoubtedly, the human | 
mind 3 but not unleſs it comprehends, in it's 


| power, and in ir 8 N . Freedon, | 


and Virtue. . ES 8 5 DE . 5 — 


Africans in he 


| Waser Ld not 3 28flaves, but as ſlaves 


moſt rigourouſly, and inhumanly treated. 


This, Sir, we well know, has been proved 


nad evidences- 


by innumerable documents, 


| | A few humane, and amiable exceptions, des 

5 ſtroy not the general, and prevailing truth; 

it is, indeed, corroborated, or rather evinced, 

by the barbarous, and ſanguinary Edicts, 

| which have been eſtabliſhed, againſt thoſe 
unhappy people; and which have been ab- 

| furdly, and infolently, t termed, Laws. 


n LY 
T heſe refledtions, pry ſentiments, Sir, a- 
Crate; in my mind, alter it had been acquaint- 
ed with the deſperate attempts of the unfor- 
tunateNegroes, i in the ifland of HiSPANIOLA, | 
to recover their freedom. 1 mall now pro- 
ceed to objects which are more immediately 


connected v with this recent information. £ 1 


8 


" Whelloves theſe e people have cle : 
85 their own defence, i ina ſhip, on a planta- 
tion, or through an iſland, it 1s remarkable, 
that the chriſtian narrators of the event, in 
: relating the particular acts of violence of the 

. inſurgents, have generally branded them, 
with the term, Savages. * ſee, in the morn- 

ing Herald of the iſt of November, the fol- 
lowing ſage diſcovery, written with all the : 
coldneſs, ſagacity, and eloquence, of: a news- 
monger. Murder, and maſſacre, are, ge- 
* nerally, the firſt ſteps taken by the Negroes, 
hen they throw of their ſubjedtion. . 
< theſe they, ſometimes, add the ravages 
6 * of fre: and therefore, when they make fo 
ee beat 


; 8 8 s WO. = 
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cy 


2 4.00 great a OY as the accounts 1 Janar- 
8. ca ſtate them to have done, in Hispaxlo- 
14, every thing dreadful is to be appre- - 
. Shended.” This is all very true, maſter 


- Paracrarn; and now, as you have ſerved „ 


; my honeſt purpoſe, L have done with vou. But | 
_ Imuſt aſk a plain, and fair queſtion, or two, 
| of thoſe phlegmatick, and unfeeling narra- 
- tors, in general; of the avowed advocates 
for the ſlave- trade; ; of thoſe who groſsly 
miſrepreſent the African character; and or 
. the perſonal. tyrants - of the unhappy | Ne- 
groes. If any body of Europeans were = 
bought as ſlaves; treated with that oppreſ- 
ſion, and inhumanity, with which, it is well 
Z Known, the Negroes are treated, in the 
Wrsr Inbizs, notwithſtanding all the dil. 
ingenuous induſtry which has, of late, been 
uſed, to make the contrary appear; and if 
the moſt deplorable ſervitude ſeemed to be 
inevitably entailed on themſelves, and their 
poſterity, unleſs they hazarded ſome deſpe- - 
rate exertions for their emancipation; — m 
N \ „„ | ſhould 


Cong, 
. ſhould not we approve their condud, or 
their violence (eall it which you pleaſe) 
| ſhould not we crown it with eulogium, if they 
: exterminated their tyrants. with fire, and 
ſword? Should they deliberately inflict the 
moſt exquiſite tortures on thoſe tyrants, 
would they not be excuſable, in the moral 
judgement of thoſe who properly: value (if 
it is poſſible properly to value) thoſe in⸗ 
eſtimable bleſſings, perſonal, rational, and 
religious liberty? In the noble tempeſts 
| of their minds, n not leſs dreadful than the 
une xampled hurricanes, which, a few years 

ago, viſited thoſe devoted . iſlands; in 
: their juſt, though deſperate aſſertions of 

the inalienable privileges of the human 
race, they, by no means, equal the pre- 


meditated, and enormous acts of barbarity, 


which they daily ſuffer from their more 
_ than Egyptian taſk · maſters . And yet from 
the baſe motives of ſelfiſhneſs ; ; to procure 
two or three articles of luxury ; ; of the ſuper- 
Buges of life, theſe barbarities are commit- 
1 | Dz EEO i ted, 


. 5 In any en e glootny, a | nt- 
ing eruelty, on the one fide; and of deſpair f 
thrown into correſpondent action, - on the 
other, we are (to ſpeak properly) the ſav- 


ted, by wen on whom the beherelent light | 
of the goſpel hath ſhone ; by Engltſlimen, Fo 
: who pretend to be jealous of the freedom | 
of mankind; but, who, while they practice, 
While they ſuffer, the LOCAL are Dey | 


e ede of 1 o. 


* a * 5 I ©: . 4 of 7 © 
£ 8 . x * 
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ages; the Africans act like nen; like beings ” 


endowed with rational, and immortal minds; 
with warm, and generous ſentiments, and 
| affections; for the very inſurrections, againſt 


which we ſtupidly, and inſolently exclaim; 


are ſo many natural, and moral proofs, that 
if we gave them humane, and generous treat- 
ment, they would return it with gratitude, 
and fidelity. "Theſe returns for that treat- 


ment have been experienced, in ſeveral in 


ſtances. Indeed, we have, in general, been 
induſtrious to eradicate their amiable quali- | 


3 


ties 


5 are equally unacql 


4 


ties. The man v 


never poſſeſſed a liberal thought, and never 
performed a lib P 


were as invaria * paſſive in their ho r 


* 


1 p * & 


lainted with human 


ture, and with humane offices) would have.” 
them to be, they might, on ſome foundation, 


claſs them with the loweſt, and baſeſt of the 
animal creation. „ _ DI” 


3 


— * 


* 


e by the 1 iron 85 py commerce, a 


being endowed with reaſon, and with all it's 


glorious privileges, is doomed to the moſt 
mortifying, and afflicting ſervitude; is doom- 


ed to be a victim to the deſpotiſm, and ex- 
treme barbarity of another; if, with a fa- 


vourable opportunity, he kills his oppreſſour, 


_ ſelf-preſervation juſtifies the deed (for his 
life was reduced to a lingering, and torment- 
ing death) it is juſtified by natural, and re- 
vealed religion; by the fixed, and eternal 


moral ceconomy of the Deity. Whenever 


* ; 'h 1 | : ö We 


10 feels not groſs injuries, 
-ral- action. I the Negroes 5 


ſtate of ſavery, as our Weſt⸗- Indians (who = 
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| remarkably agreeable, eſcaped from his ty- 


rant, a maſter of a ſhip, which lay, then, at 
anchor, on the Thames. He was, moſt un- 
| fortunately, taken; —he tot himſelf, ſoon 
N after he was brought again on board of the ; 
ſhip, An excellent, and amiable poet, after 


he was acquainted with this deplorable event, 


: wrote 2 beautiful poetical epiſtle, ſuppoſed 
to be addreſſed by the Negro to his African 


miſtreſs, when he had formed his fatal reſo- 
lution. The poem was anonymous ; I have 
heard the name of it's authour; but I have 


forgotten it. I read the epiſtle with a me- 
lancholy pleaſure ; and I addrefſed a hundred 
— lines to the poet, from whoſe humane i ima- 


gination it owed. They were printed i in 
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g N the ſpring of the year 17735 a young 
Negro, whoſe perſon, and features, were. 
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2 the Publick Advertiſer, in the . of 

- July, 1773. [ hope the time will come, 
when they will be republiſhed completely. 

5 ö From thoſe lines, 1 now give two extracts, : 
. which are very applicable to the ſentiments 
contained in the preceding letter to Mr 
1 Samy, The reader will obſerve that my 
theory, And my feelings, on the flave-trade 
are juſt what they were, nineteen years ago. - 


I perſevere in the wiſhes expreſſed i in the fol- 


lowing verſes but 1 more ardently with, 
that thoſe wiſhes were ſuperſeded by juſt, and 
SI mA ne OW 2; > 
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For this diſpoſition of uniform benevo- 


_ lence, in favour of an infinite number of our 
| oppreſſed, and tormented ſpecies, the re- 
- turns which 1 expect from man, are, ridicule, 5 
and malignity; but 1 humbly hope, that it 


will be propitiouſſy accepted; ; that it will be 
thought of, for my Good, by my Eternal Fa- 


= 8 85 the ' Father of M. eie and Kat God 


 Extrafir from 4 Poetieal Epiſtle to the | 
Authour of a Poem, entitled, 


THE DYING EG 1 
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wu the dread juſtice, which thy youth implores, - 


| With ſ] peedy ruin reach Weſt-Indian ſhoars! ; 
Oh! may the Negroes, with an iron rod, 
N Avenge the cauſe of Na TuRR, and of Gos! 15 ä 
1 8 May they, i in happy combination, riſe, : 5 


Torture their doom, or liberty their prize; | Fol RE 13 1 : 
| Ruſh, with reſiſtleſs fury, on their foes ; © „„ os ” 
By one great effort expiate ArRic's woes; | | | 
Eager each mark of ſlavery to efface, | 

Of their pale fiends exterminate the race! 
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And as the poet's warm, expanſive ſoul, - . x 


Spreads it's benevolence from pole to pole; 5 

Loves man, his brother, in Siberian ſnow, 

Or where the ſpicy gales of Arn 1c blow; 

Then PI enjoy the Negro's happy lot, py | 

His purling rivulet, his peaceful en . >. 
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